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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC • • 
A LEA DER SPEAKS FROM JAIL 
ALFREDO ROJAS 
(Editor's note; The following article is taken 
from the June 19,1974, issue of Tricontinental 
News Service. Updated information and graphics 
were supplied by the Dominican Working Group 
(see "Grants", RESIST Newsletter 182), Box 450, 
Stoughton, Mass. 02072; tel.-617-344-9634) 
With each passing year the regime of Dr. 
Joaquin Balaguer takes on greater resemblance 
to that of his predecessor and ~ntor, Raphael 
Trujillo. Assassination of political opponpnts, 
students and critical journalists, the cynical 
manipulation of government agencies for partisan 
political purposes, the maintenance of a democrat-
ic facade over a one-man dictatorship that will 
not allow itself to be removed through legal 
political processes, the humiliating subservience 
to u.s. economic and political interests-these 
are some of the features of Balaguer's eight 
year rule that Dominicans thought they had rid 
from th~ir country when they overthrew the 30 
year Trujillo dictatorship in 1961. 
The · continuity of "Trujillioism without 
. Trujillo" can also be perceived in the nation's 
prisons, filled with political opponents who 
have fought Balaguer with the same determination 
that a generation of Dominican patriots applied 
to the struggle against Trujillo. While public 
opinion has recently forced the Balaguer govern• 
ment to release a handful of political pri~oners 
there are still more than 200 political opponents 
held in Santo Domingo's notorious La Victoria 
prison, and scores more in jails scattered through-
out the country. 
Perhaps the best known political prisoner 
in La Victoria is Rafael (Fafa) Taveras, a leader 
of the Dominican Popular Movement (MPD), a Marxist• 
Leninist party that has played a prominent role 
in the political opposition to the Balaguer re-
gime. Last week Fafa completed the fourth year 
of what appears to be an indefinite sentence, 
accused of being an "intellectual author" of the 
kidnapping of u.s. Air Force Colonel Donald Crowley 
in Santo Domingo on March 23, 1970, while the 
colonel was engaged · in early morning polo practice 
on the grounds of the luxurious Ambassador Hotel. 
(continued on page 6) 
RUNAWAY SHOPS 
. THE CASE OF HAWAII 
(Editor's note: The follcwing article was compiled 
from two articles appearing in recent issues of 
Th.e Guardian, by the Labor-Coumunity Alliance 
of Hawaii, which RESIST funded earlier this year.) 
The phenomenon of the runaway shop 1s hardly 
of recent vintage. Throughout history, capitalists 
have moved their factories and plantations when 
faced with what they consider to be high produc-
tion costs and shrinking profit margins. Profits 
iu the original area need not by low in any ab-
solute sense, but become low when compared to 
what is obtainable in other areas. Although lower 
taxes, fuel, transportation and overhead costs 
are considered in ma.king a dicision to move, labor 
cost differentials are the fundamental factors 
responsible for the runaway shop. Since World War 
II, and particularly since the 1960's, the trend 
to move shops to countries and regions w1 th lower 
labor costs has grown by leapa and bounds~ 
Attention has been focused on the migration 
of Northeastern textile and electronics concerns 
to the Southern states of the u.s., and to Third 
World countries, most notably Taiwan and various 
Latin American countries. The case of the Hawai-
ian plantation and cannery workers, however, il-
lustrates that this trend and the crises that it 
creates for workers whose shops move awa» affect 
all types of industry and geographical regions. 
The nature of the labor-management/government 
struggles over runaway shops, and the fact that 
the policies of the Marcos reg1me in the Philli• 
pines have made that country the major recipient 
of Hawaiian industry point up a very iq,ortant 
concept; the nature of the political system that 
is necessary to protect and facilitate the flow 
of u.s. capital to foreign countries. 
The main trend in Hawaii's economy for quite 
some time has been the export of capital- the 
crisis of the runaway shop in sugar and pineapple 
operations in Hawaii, and their relocation in 
countries like the Phillipinea, Taiwan, Thailand, 
and Iran. Though a general reduction of workers 
in agriculture has been .going on for the last 
two decades through mergers, consolidation, and 
mechanization, the present crisis is a recent de-
velopment. 
(continued on page 2) 
Hawaii's Big Five corporations, along with 
Del Monte, dominate the sugar and pineapple in-
dustries. On the island of Oahu, Dole (a subsidi-
ary of Big 5 company Castle and Cook) will close 
down half of its pineapple f1elda. Already Dole 
has closed down six production lines in its can-
nery and shipped several can 'plant machines to 
Thailand. Since 1971, three of their sugar plan-
tations have closed down. Last year, one pineapple 
plantation closed and three others announced plans 
to close, with two others cutting back on produc-
tion and laying off workers. ·On the island of 
Molokai, the whole economy will be undennined when 
Dole and Del Monte pull out. 
The result is that over 16,00 sugar and pine-
apple workers face layoff5 as a result of the im-
pending closing of plantations, mills, and can-
neries over the next decade out of a total labor 
force 0£ 340,000. Thousands of other j.obs are in-
directly affected dependent upon sugar and pine-
apple. The migration of these operations since 
World War II has led to the transformation of the 
Hawaiian economy fran one primarily dependent on 
sugar and pineapple production to a basically ser-
vice px:oducing economy dependent upon the tourist 
industry and the military. 
Beyond the workers directly involved in the 
sugar and pineapple industries, the crisis of the 
runaway shops promises hannful effects for the 
working people of Hawaii in general. Thousands 
of acres of prime agricultural land will be taken 
out of production and converted to tourist devel-
opments and various types of real estate specula-
tion involving high-cost housing, condominiums, 
golf courses and the like. The jobs provided by 
tourism are for the most part low paying. The 
jobs themselves cast local pe9ple in the role 
of servants catering to the needs and leisure 
of mainlanders. This situation perpetuates the 
historical colonial and racist relations which 
have oppressed the national minorities on the 
islands for over 100 years~ The use of the land 
for this type of recreational development creates 
situations where whole communities are being e-
victed to make room for more profitable develop-
ments. Th.e housing that is replacing the tightly 
knit communities is beyond the means of eighty 
percent of Hawaii's people. 
In pineapple, Dole and Del Monte claim that 
foreign competition is forcing them to shut down 
Hawaiian operations and seek out countries where 
they can lower their production costs - that is, 
exploit the labor of foreign workers at lower wages. 
A Castle and Cook report in 1962 stated that ":Cn-
creasing land values and rising labor costs made 
it impossible to justify agricultural usage of 
lands any further. Yet a quick look at the facts 
shows that the three largest foreign competitors 
are the Phillipines, Taiwan, and Malaysia. Dole 
and Del Monte happen to own 99.8 percent of the 
operations in the Phillipines, which is . the big-
gest of three countries and the only one that pro-
duces high quality fruit. In sugar, despite a de-
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crease in acreage under cultivation, the consoli-
dation of plantations and mechanization has led 
to an increase in production. The price for raw 
sugar, however, has soared in the last two years 
from $180 a ton in 1972, to over $420 per ton at 
the present time. Despite their actual gain~ the 
companies are crying losses and putting the blame 
on the high wages of workers, whose real wages 
have fallen over the last two years due to infla-
tion. 
The foremost recipient of Hawaiian runaways 
is the Phillipines. Presently, one third of Dole's 
output is grown on the island of Mindanao, where 
production is already approaching 250,000 tons a 
year and employing some 4000 workers. Taken to-
gether, Dole and Del M:>nte plantations in the 
Phillipines are now the largest in the world• 
with Dole now controlling 19,200 acrea and Del 
Monte 17,429 acres on Mindanao as of 1972. Field 
workers in these operations are paid nine cents 
an hour. 
President Ferdinand Marcos has made the situ-
ation there quite conducive to these companies' 
future growth and prosperity. Dole made an agree-
ment in 1962 to lease about 12,000 acrea on Min-
danao for the development of a pineapple planta-
tion, cannery, port facilities, warehouses, and 
other related facilities. During this period, 
elements of the Filipino national bourgeoisie 
were in the ascendancy in the government. On August 
20, 1972, the Phillipine · supreme Court declared 
that all u.s. private property acquired in the 
(continued on following page) 
Phillipines under a parity law which gave u.s. 
and Filipino businessmen "equal" access to land, 
and the Laurel-Langley Agreement, would revert 
to the Phillipines on the termination of the a-
greement in July, 1974. In 1972, a new constitu-
tion was being drafted by nationalists who were 
intent on eliminating many of the special privi• 
leges granted to American businessmen. 
The somewhat unrealistic hope of many Fili-
pino liberals and businessmen for an independent 
economy was shattered by the declaration of mar-
tial law by Marcos one month after the Supreme 
Court's ruling. The Court's ruling, and the Court 
itself, were suspended and a new constitution 
dictated. Dole, which faced at least a higher 
rate of tazation or the possiblity of losing its 
Mindanao land under a nationalist regime, immedi-
ately signed an agreement with the Marcos regime 
which gave them a twenty five year lease and a 
rent of $4.50 per year for each acre leased. In 
addition, the Marcos regime helped Dole to cir• 
cumvent the prohibition under the pre-Marcos con-
stitution on foreign corporations leasing or own-
ing over 2252.8 acres. The National Development 
Corporation, a Phillipine govermnent corporation 
established with th~ aid of American economic 
adivisers and capital, ''bought" land in Mindanao 
with money borrowed from Castle and Cooke, and 
then leased the land to Dole. This in turn did 
irreparable damage to the Phillipine's Land Re-
form Program which had hoped to establish fami]s 
farms there. 
Dole's foremost lawyer, instrumental in the 
deal with the National Development Corporation, 
was and is Juan Ponce Enrile, who also happens 
to be Marcos' secretary of national defense. One 
of his major responsibilities is that of directing 
the military campaign against Muslim and New Peo-
ple's Army guerillas in Mindanao. He also holds 
a post directly subordinate to the u.s. military 
command in the Phillipines under the Joint u.s.-
Phillipines Military Assistance Group. The forces 
under Enrile have been used frequently for land 
confiscation from small fatmers. 
The case of Del Monte's operations illustrates 
what happens to the land that is confiscated. 'Ibey, 
along with Standard Fruit Company, another Castle 
and Cooke affiliate, earn profits averaging 7000 
pesos per hectare per year on their Phillipines 
operations. They lease land from small farmers, 
often under government and military pressure, 
for only 250 to 500 pesos per hectare per year. 
Reluctant farmers often have had their lands taken 
from them by the army and then given to the companies 
at these low rates. 'The farmers then are employed 
on their own land at the going rate of 9 cents an 
hour, or are turned off their land and forced to 
migrate to the cities. 
The result of this cooperation is that Dole's 
profits are booming. Cannery workers employed for 
ten to twelve hours a day at one of the largest 
cannery operations in the world receive eleven or 
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twelve cents an hour •. Field workers receive even 
less. Production was slowed and s9llle heavy equip-
ment destroyed during several wildcat strikes in 
the late 1960's . The strike leaders were proq,tly 
arrested and slapped with heavy fines. 
The Marcos regime will insu~e that wages 
will not rise appreciably above their present 
levels. Union leaders and organizers la,e been 
among those who have experienced Marcos' repres-
sive measures most acutely. American corporations 
can rely on the Phillipines as a source of cheap 
labor as long as Marcos can retain power. Multi-
national corporations seeking larger profit mar-
gins will abandon plantations in Hawaii, leaving 
behind chronic unemployment, luxury apartment 
buildings, and low-paying service jobs. 
Runaway shops a1.so have struck a severe blow 
to Hawaii I s gr.owing ·:tabor .movemettt. Hawaii's 
workers, after decades of struggle, have recently 
managed to raise their wages to levels comparable 
to mainland standards. With the shutting down of 
Hawaii's plantations, and with few prospects for 
new productive industries, high unemployment and 
worsening economic conditions will result. Leading 
workers' organizations like the International 
(continued on page 7) 
SOMERVILLE WOMEN'S HEA'LTH PROJECT 
The Somerville Women's Health Project is a 
women--~s collective which provides free medical, 
educati()Dal, and counseling services to low-in-
come SOIIIC!rville women and children, while organ-
izing political work around .community health is-
sues. We are free becau,e we be}ieve health care 
is a right and should not be a -privilege that 
must be ' paid for. What we are working for is a 
future society where all health care is free, 
where preventive medicine --· Pap smears, check-
ups, and well-baby exams -- is a routine part of 
life. 
The Health Project was set up as a women's 
health center because women are the major con-
sumers of health care for themselves and their 
families. Women are treated with little respect 
in the medical system, a system run mostly by 
men who rarely explain to patients what is wrong 
or what treatment, if any, is necessarY,. We be-
lieve that all people have the right to knowledge 
about their health and how best to care for their 
bodies. We see the provision of health care with-
in an alternative institution as part of a larger 
struggle to make the massive health care industry 
deliver better preventive care, better emergency 
care, free services. What we are trying to do 
is to provide a model of what another kind of 
health care system might look like, to train our-
selves to have some skills for understanding and 
confronting the system, and to provide a gather-
ing place for women to come together and to or-
ganize themselves to make demands on the larger 
health care system. 
The Health Project was started in 1971 by 
a group of women who shared a common concern in 
women's health care; some of us have skills from 
working in hospitals and others had worked on 
·~n• s issues. Since the opening of the Health 
Project many women from the conmunity have join-
ed our staff, a~d it is a major goal that the 
Health Project eventually become a cot11DUnity or-
ganization in the truest sense; i.e., to be staf-
fed and utilized by long-term Somerville women. 
We feel that the number of conmunity women 
involved in the work of the Health Project is in 
some ways a measure of our impact on the community, 
and this number is rapidly increasing. 
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The present staff consists of fifteen day-
time members and forty volunteers. The volun-
teers staff medical nights and are divided into 
teams which take responsibility for one night 
every two weeks. Each team has patient advocates, 
lab workers, doctors, a nurse, and a mental health 
worker. Patients are seen on a medical night for 
pelvic exams and general adult check-ups, birth 
control and pregnancy counseling, well-child exams 
and inmunizations, mental health counseling and 
on-going therapy. Those who have medical skills 
share them with others and all are equal members 
of their team and meet after each medical night 
to discuss and evaluate how they work together. 
. During the d~y counseling services are off-
ered by feminist counselors and therapists for 
individuals or groups. Types of counseling which 
are available range from birth control, pregnancy, 
abortion, and v.n. counseling and referral to 
crisis intervention or on-going therapy. In ad-
dition, peer support groups which have formed 
around common issues such as single motherhood 
or raising teenagers also meet during the day. 
Educational events which usually take place in . 
the evening, include classes, films, and discus-
sions on personal and political issues. 
We see outreach and education as possibly 
our most crucial work, and 'want to use our ener-
gies to expand this aspect of the Health Project 
in the future. We have recently started publish-
ing a newsletter on a regular basis which is sent 
to patients and friends of the Health Project. 
The newsletter covers a wide range of topics in-
cluding articles about preventive medicine, nutri-
tion, national and international political strug-
gles, as well as poetry and stories by Health 
Project friends. We feel that the newsletter 
infonns people about political issues who other-
wise would be unaware of them while supplying 
them with needed preventive health information. 
We view the newsletter as a very necessary first 
step in our outreach work, while also a means for 
communicating with the people whom we already 
serve. 
Our outreach work with teenagers is present-
ly expanding. We offer classes in and out of 
schools in which we teach teenagers about their 
11111 ///#• 
11111 
)1, 
l\ .,ml · {!i, J '•,/1 
i'I 
\ 
own bodies and encourage them to accept the res-
ponsibility of birth control in sexual relations 
and in general attempt to help them develop a 
more positive attitude toward their own sexuality. 
We have held these classes at the public high 
school, a parochial school, an alternative high 
school, and a girls' recreational group in the 
past. This summer we will be offering a four 
week course to boys and girls enrolled in the 
Neighborhood Youth Corps Program. Teenagers 
have few other resources in the community for 
information about sex or birth control, other 
than the Health Project, and unwanted teenage 
pregnancies are still quite common. 
The most recent development in outreach 
and education is the Health Outreach Network, a 
model based on health care in the People's 
Republic of China. The broad aim of our Out-
reach Network is to bring people together around 
a specific issue - health - which has wide social 
and political ramifications, and to facilitate 
community organizing for better health conditions 
and services. 6ur plan is to organize, within 
a circumscribed area, teams of neighborhood health 
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representatives which would work with network 
coordinators based at the storefront. Through 
these teams we hope to become aware of the health 
needs of every family in the area. This will 
facilitate relevant planning of the family-orient-
ed preventive health campaigns and educational 
activities of the Health Project. The health re-
presentative teams would publicize these programs, 
striving to involve their neighbors in taking an 
active, preventive role in their families' health 
care. In addition, they would try to ensure that 
the health services we do provide (problem-solving 
groups, crisis-counseling, imnunizations, pap 
smears, etc.) are made available to the people 
who need them. In this way we would be able to 
have some effect on the health status of a whole 
~eighborhood rather than-waiting for individuals 
to hear about us and come through the door. The 
Outreach Network would bring together persons 
who are presently isolated, and would make use 
of already existing networks of communication. 
Basically its creation would represent a major 
move ..from a clinical (illness-oriented) model 
towards a preventive model of health care. 
The Health Project always needs money. We 
have funding right now from individuals, conmunity 
groups, and government sources to continue our 
services for the near future. However, we still 
need funds to expand and develop our programs and 
to be able to pay more of our staff. Our tax-
exempt number is 04-249812 and any size gift is 
always deeply appreciated. 
If you are interested in seeing the Health 
Project, or talking to any of .us about it more, 
please drop by any weekday afternoon or call us 
at 666-5290. 
* * * 
Credits for graphics for Runaway Shops 
piece go to Liberation News Service. 
Photo in article on the Dominican Re-
public courtesy of the Dominican Work• 
ing Group of Stoughton, Massachusetts . 
''Dollar Sign" graphic in He*h Project 
piece is also from LNS, while large 
drawing is from Community Press Features, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
Although no article appears in this is-
sue for our "Strategies for the Seventies" 
series, future issues of the Newsletter. 
will resume the series with other pieces 
from different tm dencies in the move-
ment. As always, reader response to these 
and all articles is welcomed. 
Crowley was released unbanned two aays later 
in return for th~ freedom of 19 Dominican polit-
ical prisoners threatened with death, including 
MPD Secretary-General Ma.ximiliano Gomez (El Moreno), 
who was murdered in Brussels a year later. 
The successful kidnapping operation set off 
a wave of terror against the Dominican left in 
general and the MPD in particular, once the May 
16 "election" was over. 
In the two month period following the election 
nine MPD members were killed and about 40 or 50 
imprisoned. In January, 1971, five members of the 
political coDDDission were arrested and held in 
solitary confinement for nine months. And in May, 
1971, El Moreno was poisoned to death in Belguim. 
u.s. ''public safety advisors" in Santo 
Domingo played an active role in the hunting 
down of these Dominican political leaders. At 
one point in 1970, there were 14 advisors known 
to be in the country, some of whom were observed 
with weapons in hand as they engaged in numerous 
tactical operations, usually shouting orders to 
their Dominican colleagues. 
Fafa began his political work in the late 
1950's as an activist in the anti-Trujillo under-
ground, at first connected with a progressive 
Christian group (reflecting his own early training 
for the Roman Catholic priesthood) and later with 
the June 14th Movement, named after the day in 
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1959 when more than 150 Dominican revolutionaries 
were killed in an unsuccessful armed uprising 
against the dictator. Fafa rose to national prom-
inence during the 1965 rebellion and subsequent 
resistance against the 22,000 u.s. occupation 
force and became a close advisor to the late 
Col. Francisco Caamano, leader of the Constitu-
tional forces. Later that year, Fafa was elected 
Secretary-General of the June 14th Movement. 
When the Movement entered a state of profound 
internal crisis the following year, Fafa and a 
large majority of the central committee along 
with a large segment of the movement's bases 
joined the ranks of the MPD, strengthening that 
organization significantly and transforming it 
into a focal point of popular aspiration and a 
priority of official repression. 
This was also the beginning of the Balaguer 
era and intensified penetration into Dominican 
society by u.s. imperialism, from the opening 
up of intensive exploitation of Dominican nickel 
deposits to the strategic placing of u.s. 11ad-
vi~ors" in all branches of the Dominican govern-
ment. The job of the kidnapped Colonel Crowley 
was that of training officers and advising the 
command of the strategic San Isidro Air Base out-
side of Santo Domingo. 
While Fafa has now spent more than half the 
Balaguer era behind bars (he was jailed for six 
months in 1969) he has remained very much in the 
(continued on page 7) 
''DOMDaCAN REPUBLIC'' cont. 
public eye, due mainly to the vigorous•campaign 
for freedom for the political prisoners and two 
or three mass circulation newspapers and radio 
stations that continually defy the repression by 
reporting the views of its victims. 
''Here", Fafa wrote not long ago in a communi-
cation smuggled out of La Victoria, "our enemies 
would like to see even our thinking dry up within 
the body. They would like to see ' us without a 
voice over our bones and reduced to our most primi-
tive instincts of subsistence. They measure out 
the air we breath and try to fill our every mo-
ment with fear ••• To this panorama must be added 
the joke of continual injustices, to see people 
accused without proof, condenmed to long sentences 
and then after completing them kept in prison under 
new accusations. The regime atteq,ts to saturate 
the consciousness, to spread desperation among 
the prisoners, destroy their spirit, erase their 
h0pes, crushing them with its exhibition of abuses." 
Now the regime has been forced to release 
many of the prisoners, as Fafa had suggested in 
an interview published in the magazine~, last 
October. 
"Some people think that amnesty can't be 
forced out of Balaguer. That's like going to a 
fight with defeat in your pocket. It is an er-
roneous attitude. The gates of the jails can be 
opened even under this government." He predicted 
that mobilization of all the opposition groups 
that supported release of the prisoners and re-
turn of the exiles, groups that even reached into 
sectors of Balaguer's own party, would bring re-
sults. "I am sure~" he said, "that if this great 
chorus comes out into the streets and fills the 
parks, the locks will burst from the bars. Bala-
guer only understands the force of the people. 
Put this into motion and you will see the red 
rooster {symbol of Balaguer's Reformist Party) 
retreat." 
This force, accompanied by an avalanche of 
international protests, has indeed sprung the 
locks for a number of the Dominicap political 
prisoners. June 21-29 was set as a week of soli-
darity activities to demand the release of those 
still imprisoned by the Permanent Committee for 
the Freedom of the Political Prisoners. The pro- . 
test helped to bring about th~ release in the 
past two weeks of six members of MPD from La 
Victoria. 
In the Ahora interview, Fafa was asked what 
effect his 1ongt'mprisonment had had on him. His 
reply perhaps summarizes the experiences of many 
political prisoners. 
"I'm older, with a few more wrinkles and 
grey hairs, but I feel more human, closer to 
other people's pain, more ardently identified 
with the necessity of the revolution. And more 
conscious of the degradation of a social system 
that needs hails like this to maintain its dom-
ination over the great majority of the nation." 
7 
"RUNAWAY SHOPS" cont. 
Longshoremen and Warehousemen's Union (II.WU), 
will be seriously weakened. On April 7, 1974, 
6000 pineapple workers joined 9000 striking sugac 
cutters for Hawaii's first simeltaneous strike 
in both industries. Although the IIWU succeeded 
in gaining substantial wage hikes for their mem-
bership, gains in the crucial area of job security 
and protection from runaway shops fell far short 
of the original demands. 
r · --- -
The IIWU has not really developed any strategy 
or program to stop the runaway sh0ps. Rather, their 
program is .one of winning some concessions in the 
form of severance pay or early retirement benefits 
for the workers. In the context of productivity 
increases, corporate profits, and inflation, even 
these gains are limited. 
The dynamics of the situation point past 
limited economist and trade union strategies to 
a ·much more comprehensive analysis of imperialism. 
Only by raising the questions of who benefits from 
the dictatorship in the Phillipines, and who rules 
Hawaii, can strategies be developed which are ca-
pable of combatting runaway shops. As long as 
political repression, whether in the Phillipines, 
the American South, or Chile, is used to destr~y 
workers' movements, a region will always exist 
with lower wages. And where this difference af-
fords capitalists the opportunity of sidestepping 
growing or established union strength, they will 
move to these areas and their profit margins will 
expand accordingly. The result for those who must 
remain behind is unemployment and pressure to 
lower wages, either through speed-up, inflation, 
or actual wage reductions. Only a program whose 
aim is to place the productive capacity presently 
controlled by the likes of Dole and Del Monte 
in the hands of the workers whose Jobs are at 
stake, and puts the poltical power which is present-
ly used to safeguard exploitation at home and 
abroad in those same hands, can effectively meet 
this challenge. 
JUNE'& JULY 
Council of Southern Mountains 
Drawer N. , Clintwood, Virginia 24228 
The Council of Southern Mountains was granted 
funds to hold their annual conference. The 
Council is a regional mass membership organiza• 
tion of low-income, working people working for 
social change in Appalachia. The bulk of the 
conference time is spent in workshop discussions 
about problems in the area and how people might 
go about collectively solving those problems. 
The conference will also be a sounding board for 
the demands of the United Mine Workers, who c-ome 
up for a new contract in November. The Council 
publishes a monthly regional magazine, Mountain 
Life and Work. 
Rutland Voice 
61 El.Ip Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 
The Rutland Voice is a community newspaper, which 
caters to subjects which would not be touched by 
the daily paper. 'Ibey are committed to giving 
people a t~ol by which they can express their 
plights and thereby find connnon ground to make 
change and raise awareness in the community 
around particular issues. They were given a 
grant to help cover costs. 
Coalition to St0p South African Coal 
c/o Selma Project, P.O. Box 2628, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama 35401 
The coalition was formed for the rally in Bir- • 
mingham on May 22, where thousands came out to 
stop the Southern Company from importing two 
million tons of coal from South African coal 
producers over the next three years. The coali-
tion was funded to continue with their struggle 
to boycott future shipments. 'lhey are involved 
in educational work around the issue and have 
plans for a newsletter analyzing the situation. 
Vietnam Veterans Against the War/Winter Soldier 
Organization, Inc., National Office 
827 West Newport, Chicago, Ill. 60657 
'lhey were given a grant to help with costs for 
a four day national demonstration in Washington, 
D.c. on the first of July. All chapters around 
the country were mobilized and several other or-
ganizations supported the demonstration. It was 
planned as part of a national strategy to bring 
the anmesty question more directly to the Amer-
ican people. They also felt it was important 
to link up with the cry for decent benefits for 
veterans and the unemployed and the cry to see 
Nixon removed from office, because he represents 
the system of exploitation. 
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Center for Serviceman's Rights 
8~0 Fifth Ave., P.O. Box 2016, San Diego, Cal. 
92112 
They are a group of active duty folks, veterans 
and ordinary civilians, who work to inform 
people of their rights and make them more aware 
of what.' s wrong with the military and why. 'lhey 
publish a G.I. newspaper, Up From the Bottom, 
and were given a grant to cover the cost of the 
next issue. 
Association of Vietnamese Patroits in Canada 
P.O. Box 220, Station G, Montreal, Canada 
'lhey are a non-profit organization which was 
set up in 1970, to inform the Vietnamese 
conununity in Canada and the United States about 
the situation in Vietnam. 'lb.ey publish two 
newspapers, a Vietnamese one and an English one 
and they were given a grant to help support 
their paper, Vietnam Report. 'lhey were also 
funded to help with costs of a conference in 
late May, which marked the fifth annual celebra-
tion of the establishment of the Provisional 
Revolutionary Goverrnnent. The conference ac-
quainted people with th~ current situation in 
PRG zones and informed them of changes in the 
nature of the war. The conference included 
three days of speakers, workshops, films and 
slides and a cultural preformance. 
'lhe Defense Comnittee 
Box 9870, Norfolk, Virginia, 23505 
DC publishes a monthly newspaper, The GraRes 
of Wrath, does individual legal counselling, 
run what they call "G.I. Rights and Awareness 
Workshops", in different commands in the Nor-
folk area. They do organizing among active duty 
people around such issues as U.S. involvement 
in the Mid East, Navy racism, the right to re-
sign from the service, and military working 
conditions. The Committee is currently preparing 
a pamphlet dealing with the use of G.I.'s as 
strike breakers, riot police, and their role in 
the enforcement of martial law. 'lhey also do 
support work around labor struggles and publi-
cize cases of repression directed against ac-
tivists in the Norfolk Black community. 
G.I. Alliance 
P.O. Box 411, Tillic\DU, Washington 98492 
One of their main people was charged with and 
court martialed for the distribution of unau-
thorized literature at Fort Lewis in January 
and they were hard set for some months preparing 
for his defense along with their active duty 
organizing. 'lhey publish a newspaper, .§..!i. 
Voice, and were given funds for the printing 
~ of the next issue. 
